
 

Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco: 

This week the second graders students and teachers started math differentiation time. During this time the students worked on specific math strategies at their level. Throughout 
the week the students learned new tips to solve math facts quickly, played math games and solved word problems. They were all excited for this new change and the opportunity 
to work with a new teacher and students.  

This past week the students were extremely busy working hard at solving various word problems, building their growth mindset and collaborating to solve a “problem” that was 
presented to them after reading The Gingerbread Man. The students did a wonderful job problem solving and working together to create a raft that would get the Gingerbread 
Man across the river safely.  

If you have still not signed up for parent teacher conferences, please do that as soon as possible. You can e=mail me or call the front office. Sarah.Sammarco@cusd200.org 

Have a wonderful weekend,  

Mrs. Sammarco  

What we did in 1214 this week: 

Language Arts: 

- Class read aloud, The Secret’s of Miss Snickles Class and The Gingerbread Man. 
- This week the students took part in a cross-curriculum project focused around the “keep on trying” and 

“never give up” growth mindset phrases. After reading The Gingerbread Man the students read a play 
where the ending took a different turn. The Gingerbread man created a boat to get across the river 
after turning soggy from trying to swim. The fox had a “fixed mindset” and discouraged the Gingerbread 
Man from trying to get across the river. However, the Gingerbread Man had a “growth mindset” and 
decided to build a raft to get across safely, but the raft started to take on water. This is where the 
students engineering skills came into play. They were presented with a challenge to work as a team and 
build a raft that would float and get the Gingerbread Man across the river safely. Over the next few 
days the students had to work in teams and build a boat. The boats were testes on Friday. The kids had a 
blast doing this. After the boats were tested, the students had to reflect on the overall process of 
building while keeping a positive growth mindset.  

- Learned new word wall words  
- Friendly letter writing to star student (Presli) 
- Handwriting 

Math:  

- The students finished up their first math unit this past week with an assessment on Thursday.  
- The students had to apply all of their strategies to solve various addition and subtraction equations and 

word problems.  
- Learned new math words- greater than, less than, solve and represent  

Science:  

- Types of water on earth. Had class discussions on how the water on earth moves and travels.   
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On the horizon: 
October 8 -                               
Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL  

October 31-                            
Halloween Party 

November 6-                               
Parent Teacher Conferences 

November 8-                              
Parent Teacher Conferences  

 

Class Meeting: 

Topic for this week: How 
can we be honest and why 
is it important?   

Goal: To be quiet and 
careful in the hallway.  
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The Gingerbread Man 
Boat Challenge 

 


